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ONLY 10 DAYS TILL WINTER BREAK!! I think everyone is pretty happy to be going home for the break. I know I’m excited to see
all the Christmas decorations when I get home and having a Christmas tree is the best.
The thing I love about Colorado is the four seasons. There’s a green spring, hot summer, colorful fall, and snowy winter. I’ve been
dying to snowboard! I’m going up with friends as soon as I get home. There’s nothing else like going in a big group in lots of cars
and being able to mob down the mountain all day long! I miss my boarding buds and long days of sunny pow. I love having sore
legs and a sunburned face the next day… Shredding real snow is worth it! 
I also really miss my dog haha I know it’s kind f weird but I really miss him! I know I’m going to try to get a dog next year. I wanted
to volunteer at the animal shelter in Eugene but it’s a far bus ride and you know it’s a pain to ask people for rides. Being able to
walk dogs, play with them, groom them, and feed them would be awesome but I won’t be able to volunteer until I have a car
(another plus to having your own car). My dog got into a fight with my neighbor’s Boxer and some of his mouth got ripped off. He
had to be sedated to put stitches in but that didn’t really work so he had to get staples. My parents said he was really depressed
and in pain for days… My poor baby! Max is totally my dog; I feed him, groom him, and take him on car rides and walks. I’m so
excited to see him next week :) It’s going to be wonderful!!!
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I’m soooo excited to have a house/apartment next year! It’s only been nine weeks but it feels like I’ve been living in the dorms
forever. I think having my own place next year will really solidify the fact that I’m in college and an adult. I miss cooking and having
a kitchen so I’m stoked to start cooking/ baking again. Not having a car on campus is actually a pain in the ass because it means
you’re stuck on campus most of the time. Having a car has its good and bad aspects.
Here’s the good:
- Being able to take a break
- Not having to ask people for rides
- Going to the beach or Portland for a weekend is a great mini vacation
- You can go REAL grocery shopping whenever you want
- If you live semi close to Oregon, you don’t have to fly, you can drive home
-Being able to drive home means you can go home more often
Here’s the bad:
- Paying for parking (EXPENSIVE) 
- Paying for gas, insurance, and maintenance
- Walking to the overnight parking lot
- Keeping your car in the open all the time
I don’t know, I think I would have brought my car out here if I could. I love my car and being separated from it is worse than not
seeing my family. I miss working on my car and tuning it… IT SUCKS! Next year, I’m definitely making sure my car can stay in a
garage. 
Although I have enjoyed being in school and gaining a new sense of independence, I really, really, really, really miss my family!
After all the… “mess” that happened with my old roommate, my parents decided to fly me down to California to spend
Thanksgiving with them, my grandparents, and my cousins; I couldn’t have been happier. Sadly, I was only with them for about 48
hours but that was all I needed to come back to school to get ready for finals. 
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Ahhhh yeeeah! Halloween timeee!
I was so excited for my friend Lauren to come out to Oregon for Halloween.  She wanted to look at the school and visit me for a
weekend. She flew out on Thursday night and stayed until Sunday afternoon. Having Lauren come out felt like a little part of home
with me. My parents gave her a bunch of stuff to bring out for me so when she unpacked her things I got a tye dye t-shirt, mint
cookies, an umbrella, perfume, and mediation. Getting all those things made me miss home even more…
Even though school has only been in session for a couple months, I’ve been thinking about future housing. Hopefully, Lauren will
come out here next year and we can have an apartment together or have a house with my friends Nathaly and Christian. Looking
for an apartment or house that’s in a good location near campus is a lot of work. I suggest that future students start looking as
soon as possible. Most rental agreements last a year or include deals like paying for the house for a year then having a couple of
months for free. However, living in an apartment or house with multiple is a tricky game. If you don’t pick the right people, you may
hate your living situation for a year and find yourself in sketchy situations.
On the subject of sketchy situations… I’ve had to deal with a couple of situations since school started that have left me in a sticky
condition. I don’t want to be too specific because these blogs are on the Internet for EVERYONE to see but what happens if you
find yourself living with someone you don’t trust? Living in the dorms is a huge risk. Most people get stuck with someone they
don’t know at all. Things may go fine for awhile but eventually, your roommate’s true personality will show and what if you don’t
like it? What are a person’s options? Can you move out this late? Where do you go? Well, I guess I’m going to have to find out
myself. 
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After taking three midterms, let me just say… STUDY!! Study for weeks! Study a little bit each week. Make sure you understand
what your professors taught that week. It’s better to understand what you’ve learned each week because the next week’s lectures
usually build on top of the last week’s work. By the time you need to start studying for midterms, you’ll have a much better
understanding of your courses so you don’t have to start from the very beginning.
Dorm food at this school right now is really good compared to other schools. We have a wide variety of Asian fusion to Mexican to
a buffet that makes Indian, Greek, and Italian food.  Compared to when my dad went to the school, the food is much better. The
other places to eat around campus are also really good. There’s a Chinese and Hawaiian restaurants, Track Town Pizza, Qdoba,
and Starbucks. Basically, anything a college student could ever want.  
I want to warn all the future University of Oregon students about the weather for this blog entry. So far during my month in Oregon,
I have experienced three types of weather: sunny, rainy, and cold. In the fall, all three types can be seen in one day! In my class,
50% of my fellow classmates are from out of the state. I would say that’s pretty diverse! So whatever state you may be coming
from, it’ s definitely a change of climate. Although I’m from Colorado, I’ve already gotten sick two times and I’ve had to adjust to
the weather.  In the fall, there’s lots of rain so I suggest lots of sweats, jeans, and close-toed shoes! And an umbrella!
- Random girl in the LLC
The third week of school was when I got home sick. I was so high off the new independence and freedom that I forgot about my
family. But it all hit me during the week and I really started missing my parents, brother, and dog. I missed being the familiarity of
my house and town. Unexpectedly, I missed my parents! Memories like my mom cooking dinner, seeing my dad walk through the
door after work, taking my brother to soccer practice, and walking my dog were fresh but stale at the same time in my mind. I
could picture all the rooms in my house and being around my family. I wished that I could cook or bake, watch TV on the couch
with my brother, or talk to my mom. I suddenly felt like I had taken my lifestyle back home for granted…
Staying in the dorms is an experience that all freshmen should go through; it teaches us to start acting like adults. Don’t get me
wrong; I love my roommate, the girls on my floor, and my FA and RA but I NEED MY OWN SPACE! I need to be alone sometimes
and it’s a bit hard when I live on a floor with 16 other girls. I also like having a quiet environment, which is almost impossible.
Another reason why I’m already looking forward to living off campus next year is to have my own room. I usually like keeping
things clean and organized but that’s hard when there’s two GIRLS crammed into one room. The space in this room (and I have
an “Enhanced Double”) is almost minimal for a girl. Girls basically own three times as much things as guys so staying semi
organized is a necessity. I’m all for cleaning but not when I need to clean everything all the time. I don’t like taking out the trash
all the time and doing the dishes for two people but that’s something that I’ve had to start doing.
Fall 2010 at the U of O
http://rachellllanne.tumblr.com/[12/3/2010 4:40:54 PM]
Cars. Cars. Cars. Cars. They are so necessary but not at the same time. I would love to have my car up here but there’s honestly
nowhere to park it. Furthermore, the price of the permit is pretty outrageous considering where students are allowed to park. So
students of the future, don’t bring a car; it’s not worth it!
Although the first week went pretty well, there were a couple problems the second week…
I experienced my first cold over the weekend and it carried into the second week. Being an adult and making my own decisions
finally set in, as I had to decide whether or not I was going to go to class. Not only did I deal with that problem but also the
intensity of the classes went up 100%! I was experiencing quizzes and longer lectures. I started abbreviating words and not caring
if my handwriting was pretty and neat. The homework load escaladed faster than I could comprehend and all of a sudden I was
panicking! College was going to be harder than I thought! I was still in summer mode because I had graduated in May and school
didn’t start until late September. I could see that a lot of kids were going through the same thing I was dealing with. Most of my
friends couldn’t make themselves do homework or go to class; I would not turn into that. It was only the second week! I found it
harder and harder to buckle down but the end of the week finally came and it was time to relax!The University of Oregon is an
amazing school. Not only are studious students enrolled but those students also know how to party!  There is a fear that most girls
have while walking around at night: being abducted. As awkward as that sounds, it’s true! No girl wants to walk into the shadowy
part of campus alone and they shouldn’t. As long as you have a group to walk around with, party away my friends! There is
always multiple parties going on so once a party dies, hop to another. I doubt the awesome parties at this school will go away in
the future.
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ONLY 10 DAYS TILL WINTER BREAK!! I think everyone is pretty happy to be going home for the break. I know I’m excited to see
all the Christmas decorations when I get home and having a Christmas tree is the best.
The thing I love about Colorado is the four seasons. There’s a green spring, hot summer, colorful fall, and snowy winter. I’ve been
dying to snowboard! I’m going up with friends as soon as I get home. There’s nothing else like going in a big group in lots of cars
and being able to mob down the mountain all day long! I miss my boarding buds and long days of sunny pow. I love having sore
legs and a sunburned face the next day… Shredding real snow is worth it! 
I also really miss my dog haha I know it’s kind f weird but I really miss him! I know I’m going to try to get a dog next year. I wanted
to volunteer at the animal shelter in Eugene but it’s a far bus ride and you know it’s a pain to ask people for rides. Being able to
walk dogs, play with them, groom them, and feed them would be awesome but I won’t be able to volunteer until I have a car
(another plus to having your own car). My dog got into a fight with my neighbor’s Boxer and some of his mouth got ripped off. He
had to be sedated to put stitches in but that didn’t really work so he had to get staples. My parents said he was really depressed
and in pain for days… My poor baby! Max is totally my dog; I feed him, groom him, and take him on car rides and walks. I’m so
excited to see him next week :) It’s going to be wonderful!!!
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I’m soooo excited to have a house/apartment next year! It’s only been nine weeks but it feels like I’ve been living in the dorms
forever. I think having my own place next year will really solidify the fact that I’m in college and an adult. I miss cooking and having
a kitchen so I’m stoked to start cooking/ baking again. Not having a car on campus is actually a pain in the ass because it means
you’re stuck on campus most of the time. Having a car has its good and bad aspects.
Here’s the good:
- Being able to take a break
- Not having to ask people for rides
- Going to the beach or Portland for a weekend is a great mini vacation
- You can go REAL grocery shopping whenever you want
- If you live semi close to Oregon, you don’t have to fly, you can drive home
-Being able to drive home means you can go home more often
Here’s the bad:
- Paying for parking (EXPENSIVE) 
- Paying for gas, insurance, and maintenance
- Walking to the overnight parking lot
- Keeping your car in the open all the time
I don’t know, I think I would have brought my car out here if I could. I love my car and being separated from it is worse than not
seeing my family. I miss working on my car and tuning it… IT SUCKS! Next year, I’m definitely making sure my car can stay in a
garage. 
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Although I have enjoyed being in school and gaining a new sense of independence, I really, really, really, really miss my family!
After all the… “mess” that happened with my old roommate, my parents decided to fly me down to California to spend
Thanksgiving with them, my grandparents, and my cousins; I couldn’t have been happier. Sadly, I was only with them for about 48
hours but that was all I needed to come back to school to get ready for finals. 
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Ahhhh yeeeah! Halloween timeee!
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I was so excited for my friend Lauren to come out to Oregon for Halloween.  She wanted to look at the school and visit me for a
weekend. She flew out on Thursday night and stayed until Sunday afternoon. Having Lauren come out felt like a little part of home
with me. My parents gave her a bunch of stuff to bring out for me so when she unpacked her things I got a tye dye t-shirt, mint
cookies, an umbrella, perfume, and mediation. Getting all those things made me miss home even more…
Even though school has only been in session for a couple months, I’ve been thinking about future housing. Hopefully, Lauren will
come out here next year and we can have an apartment together or have a house with my friends Nathaly and Christian. Looking
for an apartment or house that’s in a good location near campus is a lot of work. I suggest that future students start looking as
soon as possible. Most rental agreements last a year or include deals like paying for the house for a year then having a couple of
months for free. However, living in an apartment or house with multiple is a tricky game. If you don’t pick the right people, you may
hate your living situation for a year and find yourself in sketchy situations.
On the subject of sketchy situations… I’ve had to deal with a couple of situations since school started that have left me in a sticky
condition. I don’t want to be too specific because these blogs are on the Internet for EVERYONE to see but what happens if you
find yourself living with someone you don’t trust? Living in the dorms is a huge risk. Most people get stuck with someone they
don’t know at all. Things may go fine for awhile but eventually, your roommate’s true personality will show and what if you don’t
like it? What are a person’s options? Can you move out this late? Where do you go? Well, I guess I’m going to have to find out
myself. 
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After taking three midterms, let me just say… STUDY!! Study for weeks! Study a little bit each week. Make sure you understand
what your professors taught that week. It’s better to understand what you’ve learned each week because the next week’s lectures
usually build on top of the last week’s work. By the time you need to start studying for midterms, you’ll have a much better
understanding of your courses so you don’t have to start from the very beginning.
Dorm food at this school right now is really good compared to other schools. We have a wide variety of Asian fusion to Mexican to
a buffet that makes Indian, Greek, and Italian food.  Compared to when my dad went to the school, the food is much better. The
other places to eat around campus are also really good. There’s a Chinese and Hawaiian restaurants, Track Town Pizza, Qdoba,
and Starbucks. Basically, anything a college student could ever want.  
I want to warn all the future University of Oregon students about the weather for this blog entry. So far during my month in Oregon,
I have experienced three types of weather: sunny, rainy, and cold. In the fall, all three types can be seen in one day! In my class,
50% of my fellow classmates are from out of the state. I would say that’s pretty diverse! So whatever state you may be coming
from, it’ s definitely a change of climate. Although I’m from Colorado, I’ve already gotten sick two times and I’ve had to adjust to
the weather.  In the fall, there’s lots of rain so I suggest lots of sweats, jeans, and close-toed shoes! And an umbrella!
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- Random girl in the LLC
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The third week of school was when I got home sick. I was so high off the new independence and freedom that I forgot about my
family. But it all hit me during the week and I really started missing my parents, brother, and dog. I missed being the familiarity of
my house and town. Unexpectedly, I missed my parents! Memories like my mom cooking dinner, seeing my dad walk through the
door after work, taking my brother to soccer practice, and walking my dog were fresh but stale at the same time in my mind. I
could picture all the rooms in my house and being around my family. I wished that I could cook or bake, watch TV on the couch
with my brother, or talk to my mom. I suddenly felt like I had taken my lifestyle back home for granted…
Staying in the dorms is an experience that all freshmen should go through; it teaches us to start acting like adults. Don’t get me
wrong; I love my roommate, the girls on my floor, and my FA and RA but I NEED MY OWN SPACE! I need to be alone sometimes
and it’s a bit hard when I live on a floor with 16 other girls. I also like having a quiet environment, which is almost impossible.
Another reason why I’m already looking forward to living off campus next year is to have my own room. I usually like keeping
things clean and organized but that’s hard when there’s two GIRLS crammed into one room. The space in this room (and I have
an “Enhanced Double”) is almost minimal for a girl. Girls basically own three times as much things as guys so staying semi
organized is a necessity. I’m all for cleaning but not when I need to clean everything all the time. I don’t like taking out the trash
all the time and doing the dishes for two people but that’s something that I’ve had to start doing.
Cars. Cars. Cars. Cars. They are so necessary but not at the same time. I would love to have my car up here but there’s honestly
nowhere to park it. Furthermore, the price of the permit is pretty outrageous considering where students are allowed to park. So
students of the future, don’t bring a car; it’s not worth it!
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The first week of school is always a testing ground for freshman… my first week at the University of Oregon was no different. Like
most incoming freshman, I was excited to start school, more importantly, get away from my parents and have a new taste of
freedom.
Unlike other students, I attended a private all girls Jesuit high school. Being at a public university opened many doors. For
example, I wore a uniform all through out high school. Having the freedom to wear whatever I wanted was something new to me.
Going to class with guys was also a change for me… but I wasn’t complaining!
Like a responsible and eager student I made sure I knew where my classes were for Monday. I mapped out my course, put my
books in my backpack, picked out an outfit, and went to sleep somewhat early. Although I took the right steps to a first day to
school, my first period didn’t go smoothly. I arrived at my room around 10:50 (10 minutes early) and waited for the professor.
Around 10:58, the professor strolled into class and announced, “If you’re here for Math ninety-five, you’re in the wrong room.”
Fortunately, there were other students who weren’t aware of the classroom change. We quickly shuffled out of the room, found the
new classroom number, walked to another building, found the room, and arrived 10 minutes late. Luckily, the rest of my first day of
school went well.
I couldn’t believe I was finally a college student! Sitting in lectures, taking notes while a professor talked profusely, it was a great
feeling. Campus food was now edible (comparable to my dad’s experience as a U of O student), people were so nice (I left my
phone in a bathroom and got it back in an hour), my roommate is awesome, and I was making good friends.
I know the University of Oregon was the right school for me because of one main reason; when I walk around campus I feel
genuinely happy. Looking at the ancient trees, green grass, and red brick buildings makes me proud to be a student here. The
happiness I’m experiencing is one comparable to my love of cars and snowboarding… indescribable. 
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Although the first week went pretty well, there were a couple problems the second week…
I experienced my first cold over the weekend and it carried into the second week. Being an adult and making my own decisions
finally set in, as I had to decide whether or not I was going to go to class. Not only did I deal with that problem but also the
intensity of the classes went up 100%! I was experiencing quizzes and longer lectures. I started abbreviating words and not caring
if my handwriting was pretty and neat. The homework load escaladed faster than I could comprehend and all of a sudden I was
panicking! College was going to be harder than I thought! I was still in summer mode because I had graduated in May and school
didn’t start until late September. I could see that a lot of kids were going through the same thing I was dealing with. Most of my
friends couldn’t make themselves do homework or go to class; I would not turn into that. It was only the second week! I found it
harder and harder to buckle down but the end of the week finally came and it was time to relax!The University of Oregon is an
amazing school. Not only are studious students enrolled but those students also know how to party!  There is a fear that most girls
have while walking around at night: being abducted. As awkward as that sounds, it’s true! No girl wants to walk into the shadowy
part of campus alone and they shouldn’t. As long as you have a group to walk around with, party away my friends! There is
always multiple parties going on so once a party dies, hop to another. I doubt the awesome parties at this school will go away in
the future.
